Inking up an etching/drypoint a la Poupee b
The Rainbow method/ PART 4

A written tutorial companion to the film with the same name

s
ggo ° Dab’ . =
9

® 5 0y @

e ® ¢ @

| am going to dive right in thereE..get ink on my fingers as wehave
already talked about inks, materials, tarlatana, tissuepaper ete. if

your memory needs refreshing, please refer to parts 1 - 3 dfis written
tutorial.

| start by scraping the brown base color ink over the plate, aking very
sure that it gets in to all the lines, remember, if you mss some of the
lines, they will eventually print whiteE not a great look! Aft er the
scraper, | use the dabber to doubly ensure that ink is iall the lineskE.




Finally, | remove the excess ink with the large piece of t&atan,
just like in the previous tutorial, a nice big loose ball,dt the tarlatan
do the job, itOs made for this purpose, so no need for yaurtb.

When | have cleaned the plate
down to the amount of ink | like,

and you donOt need much at all left,
the plate should actually look

pretty cleanE. | go on to applying
the colors.

First | dab on, with my fingertip, the pink ink (geranium red) for the
crown of the tree, donOt apply too much, you can always add, lit@s
messy to try to remove too much ink, | spread the ink evenlyidin my
piece of pink tarlatanE. Not trying to get ink in to the line, which
already has the brown ink, but smoothing the pink out on top othe
plate.
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| then add the blue ink with a cottonbud to the bottom partof the plate,
avoiding the
trunk of the tree,
which | prefer to
remain brown.

With the piece of tarlatan | smooth the blue out, meeting té pink,
blending it right in, so the 2 colors meet seamlesslyE.. is easy to
overdo this part to start with, donOt worryE if you are left with all
purple, add a bit more pink, same with the blue, and Qaitt againO,
youOll soon get the hang of it, better to overblend, | thinkhan to have a
sharp OlineO between the different colors.



| add the yellow ink to the bottom of the plate, to make thgrasses
green, and further blend the inks into one another.

If, at this stage, one of the colors needed to be a bit ater, apply a bit
more ink. On this plate, | like to put a bit more blue onthe midsection,
to make the sky clearer blue.

Again, | take my large piece of tarlatan, and very gently | blendhe
entire plate, so there are no OcrashesO between the ifkst one nice
smooth whole!



| very gently OwhisperO the tissuepaper over the plate, to rewe the
marks the tarlatan makes in the ink, taking care not to rub he ink off.

| am now done with the inking, IOIl clean my bevel with éttle bit of
solvent and go on to print the plate.

ORainbowO can be a bit trickyEoverblending, underblending, bother
blending and scores of other blendingsE. NoE only kidding :0)

This is just a practice thingE. If you make a small plateE. think of it as
making some nice cardsE. And just keep on inking until itworks!

If you need some trouble shooting or
other help, or just want a chat

about printmaking, get in touch, send me
an e-mail onMariann@artcanbefun.com

| love to hear from you!

Take care, have fun, and all the best!
Mariann



All images in this tutorial belong to Mariann Johansen-Ellis,
who reserves all rights.
This tutorial is for private use, how ever,
if you would like to use the tutorial for public useE.
as part of a workshop for example, | have no problem with that.
|Od appreciate if you notify me.
Images can not be used separately.

A TUTORIAL FROM CASCADA STUDIOS

e-mail me for program of printmaking courses
in Spain and Singapore.



